
 

 

 
 

 

Paris: Arts Capital of the World -  

and HSD Researchers were upfront! 
 

HSD’s joint research project BKKB („Bildkompetenz in der kulturellen Bildung“), conducted together 

with the German Institute for International Educational Research (DIPF, Frankfurt/Main), is attracting 

more and more attention, even beyond the boundaries of German specialists in art education.  

Therefore HSD researchers Ulrich Frick and Miles Tallon were invited to give an „Interim Report on 

the German Approach to Quantitative Assessment of Visual Literacy“ (for more information see 

http://envil.eu/category/results/ ) during the 2018 conference of the European Network for Visual 

Literacy (ENViL).  

 

 

The conference was set under the heading „Competencies in Art Education: Structure, Assessment 

and Assignment in Diverse Educational Contexts“ and was hosted by the renowned Univérsité Paris 1, 

Panthéon Sorbonne, and the leading french academia ESPE (École supérieure du professorat et de 

l’éducation) de l’Académie de Paris, on 12th and 13th of March 2018. HSD was invited to deliver a 

presentation at the concluding plenary session of the conference. 

Frick and Tallon were able to present a multitude of generic task structures developed for the 

assessment of visual literacy, and they illustrated these generic tasks by demonstrating concrete test 

items for 9th and 10th graders which currently are in their empirical testing period until summer 

2018.  

http://envil.eu/category/results/


During the assessment pupils give their answers by only using the tablet surface. Therefore, verbal 

instructions and reading ability normally required for task fulfilment are minimized.   

However, the emerging assessment tool does not only focus on reception of art and understanding 

of visual signs. Additionally, pupils are invited to complete an unfinished drawing with a stylus on 

their tablet. Videos of the pupils’ drawings are recorded and then rated in order to measure the 

competencies and creativity involved (see screenshot of initial stimulus on the tablet). 

 

Concept of the new assessment tool, details of its psychometric validation strategy, and prospects of 

this instrument as a supportive tool to improve teachers’ feedback to pupils were highly appreciated 

by the conference’s participants and led to lively discussions on the role of grading in art education. 

The audience expressed a keen expectation to read the published results of the BKKB study, which 

are currently being prepared. 

abstractrealistic

Example of ranking task

1. „Arrange the pictures from realistic to abstract.“

2. Drag & Drop (corrections possible)

3. Enter

Data analysis: 

true/false 

paired comparisons


